[On the mode of action of antirheumatic drugs (author's transl)].
Since the etiology of rheumatoid arthritis presently is mostly unknown, the therapeutical efforts are focussed on attempts to influence the pathogeneic events occurring in this disease. Among the discussed pathogenic mechanisms aberration of immunereactions seem to play an important role. The drugs mainly used for basical treatment of rheumatoid arthritis are cytostatics, D-penicillamine, gold salts and chloroquine. The clinical experiences with these drugs and their mode of action are reviewed.